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SATAN’S TEMPTATION OF CHRIST
Melvin Sapp

INTRODUCTION1

John the baptizer has just immersed Jesus in the Jordan to fulfill all
righteousness, when the Spirit drives Jesus into the wilderness to be
tempted. So alert is Satan to an opportunity to tempt man that little time
passes before he challenges the faith of Jesus, the Son of God. Jesus has
been on a forty day fast. Being human and divine, He experiences the
same physical hunger for food that we experience. From Satan’s
temptations of Jesus, many valuable lessons can be learned about Satan,
temptation, and how to overcome temptations when they come our
way. Thank God for Jesus, our perfect example in how to overcome our
adversary, the Devil.

SATAN, THE TEMPTER
Satan is not a “make-believe” character. He is a real personality or

being. Jesus announces that the devil’s end will be in the fires of hell.
Picturing the judgment scene, Jesus says: “Then shall he say also unto
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). In rebuking the
unbelieving Jews, Jesus calls Satan the father of all liars and an enemy
of the truth, stating: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of
it” (Jn. 8:44). The fall of man in the Garden of Eden is introduced by
revealing the subtle nature of Satan. Moses records: “Now the serpent
was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had
made” (Gen. 3:1). Satan always challenges the Word of God and our
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willingness to abide by it. The devil is our adversary and he must not
be taken too lightly or ignored. Peter warns: “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith,
knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren
that are in the world” (1 Pet. 5:8-9). We need to expect to be tempted
by the devil and we must be prepared to resist him when he comes.
Jesus had to face every form of temptation in order to be our perfect
example and our high priest.

SATAN’S FIRST APPROACH
And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made bread (Mt. 4:3).

Satan approaches Jesus at a very weak moment. Jesus has just
ended a forty day fast and is hungry. Hunger is one of man’s strongest
cravings and Satan challenges Jesus to fulfill a natural desire through
a rebellious way. Every approach of Satan is to get us to obey him and
to disobey God. Jesus has endured the forty days of fasting without
appealing to Satan for relief. To accept Satan’s offer and to abuse
miracles would be sin. The hunger is no greater on the fortieth day than
on the others. Jesus’ condition is not so desperate that a miracle is
needed to sustain Him. He could have fasted longer if need be. Miracles
were to prove that Jesus was the Son of God. Pointing this out Jesus’
apostle, John, declares: “[M]any other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name” (Jn.
20:30-31). Satan does not need miraculous proof to convince him that
Jesus is the Son of God. There is a difference between a challenge and
a need for proof. This offer is a challenge not an appeal for proof.
Challenges make fools of many people. Jesus does not need to prove
anything to the devil. The demons knew who Jesus was even when the
people did not. Mark 1:34 states: “And he healed many that were sick
of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils
to speak, because they knew him.” Exhorting his readers to have a
working faith, James tells them: “Thou believest that there is one God
... the devils also believe, and tremble” (Jas. 2:19). The devils have no
problem believing; they have trouble obeying. Along this line, it
appears that the devils and a lot of people today have a lot in common.
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JESUS’ FIRST RESPONSE
But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God (Mt. 4:4).

Jesus responds by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 as a precedent of how
to face trials involving one’s need for physical food.

Israel had been led by God into the wilderness, where there was
no bread; had been subjected to intensive hunger there, and had
then been fed by bread from heaven. Moses explains that this
was to teach them that man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God ... Jesus finds
in this a precedent for himself ... The duty of Israel is now his
duty ... They sinned by murmuring against Moses, and by
proposing to seek bread in their own way—that is, by returning
into Egypt (Ex. 16:1-9). He will commit a similar sin if, distrust-
ful of God, he seeks to turn stones into bread. They were taught
to rely upon the God who had brought them into trouble to
deliver them from it. This, now, is his duty, and he accepts the
precedent as his guide.2

If Jesus obeys Satan, it would imply that God has abandoned Him and
is unable to help Him in this desperate condition. Satan would become
Jesus’ deliverer instead of the Father. When we are faced with trials in
our lives and are tempted to obey Satan to obtain quick relief, we
realize that it is a rejection of God and an elevation of the devil. This
approach is a temptation through the “lust of the flesh.” Hunger is a
legitimate concern, but to fulfill it through obeying the devil is sin.

SATAN’S SECOND APPROACH
Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him
on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone (Mt.
4:5-6).

Satan takes Jesus into Jerusalem to the highest point of the temple,
he challenges Him to jump off and to depend on God to send angels to
catch Him. “The only portion of the temple that seems to answer to the
context was the lofty porch overhanging the valley of Kidron. Josephus
says that from the roof to the valley below at this point was three
hundred feet.”3 Jesus does not need to prove that He is the Son of God,
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to the Father, to Satan nor to Himself. Satan knew who Jesus was and
a miracle would not have established it further. 

Satan quotes Psalm 91:11, but misapplies it to justify putting
oneself in harm’s way and then challenges God to rescue Jesus from
Himself. Satan implies that God will deliver us from every harm and
discomfort. Miracles were not for the purpose of alleviating man from
all physical suffering, but to present supernatural proof to confirm
Scripture. Paul pens:

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abun-
dance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be
exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice,
that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me (2 Cor. 12:7-9).

Knowing the Scriptures is very important, but knowing how to rightly
apply them is essential.

JESUS’ SECOND RESPONSE
Quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, Jesus responds: “Thou shalt not tempt

the Lord thy God” (Mt. 4:7). In so doing, He shows that it is wrong to
expect God’s providence to continue if we rebel against God. God
promised to be with Israel and bring them to Mt. Sinai and even unto
Canaan, but many died because of their murmuring and disobedience.
Notice Paul’s account of how Israel tempted God:

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how
that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through
the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the
sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the
same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them: and that Rock was Christ. But with many of
them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the
wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the intent
we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither
be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let
us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in
one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ,
as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.
Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were
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destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come (1 Cor. 10:1-11,
emphasis added).

Using the Scriptures in order to resist temptations is a valuable tool in
that it allows God to direct our paths. The wise man exhorts: “Trust in
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understand-
ing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be
not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil” (Pro.
3:5-7). Quoting Scripture is one way of sanctifying God in our hearts,
which is one of the reasons why Peter commands: “But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).

The acceptance of false doctrine is largely due to a lack of
knowledge of the Word of God and the inability to expose error. Jesus
is not misled by the craftiness of the devil. He knows Satan is pervert-
ing the Scriptures. Writing to the church in Galatia and bearing witness
to the fact that any perversion of God’s Word is unacceptable, Paul
declares:

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

False teachers are to be marked and avoided if the church is to remain
pure. Regarding this matter, Paul instructs: “Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:17-18).
Jesus says, in Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”

This temptation appeals to the “pride of life.” We ought never to
think that we are so special that God will violate His law to save us
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from self-inflicted injury. We should avoid situations that jeopardize
our well-being and that would require an act of God to save us.

SATAN’S THIRD APPROACH
Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain,
and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if
thou wilt fall down and worship me (Mt. 4:8-9).

Satan is the “prince of this world” (Jn. 16:11; Eph. 2:2). He has the
power to make offers as solicitations to sin. Jesus is shown and offered
all the kingdoms of this world. To receive them, all He has to do is
worship Satan. Many people are drawn away from God by offers that
seem too good to pass up, such as a new job that doubles one’s income
but demands hours that prohibit his presence at worship three Sundays
out of the month. The opportunity to amass fame and fortune must be
evaluated as to what affect it will have on my influence, my character
and my relationship with God. Our influence must not be compro-
mised. About His disciples, Jesus says:

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing,
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are
the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on
a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Mt. 5:13-16).

Moses’ faith was not weakened while in Egypt, because of his
convictions. The writer of Hebrews explains:

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence
of the reward (Heb. 11:24-26).

Satan will give us nearly anything in exchange for our worship. Resist
him! “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in
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exchange for his soul” (Mt. 16:26)? This solicitation is the “lust of the
eyes.”

JESUS’ THIRD RESPONSE
Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve (Mt. 4:10).

Jesus flatly turns down Satan’s offer and demands that he depart.
We have the same power to put the devil to flight. When Peter allows
the devil to influence him to rebuke Jesus, Jesus identifies Peter by the
one he allows to speak through him—“[H]e turned, and said unto Peter,
Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men” (Mt.
16:23).

We should not flirt with the devil, but straightly dismiss his
solicitations. Recognize that God will not tempt us to sin. Stressing that
God does not tempt man to sin, and showing how temptation, lust, sin,
and death do work, James writes:

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death (Jas.
1:13-15).

Satan is not our friend, but an adversary, who is seeking our destruc-
tion. Therefore, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren that are in the world” (1 Pet. 5:8-9).

Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:13 as authority and a precedent in not
yielding to temptation. Again, in times of temptations, we must not
miss the power and the assistance a knowledge of the Scriptures will
provide us in resisting the devil. Jesus is our perfect example in every
thing that He did. Let us follow His lead in resisting the devil and
yielding not to temptations. Let us realize that the three ways that Satan
tempted Jesus will be the same ways that he will tempt us. John reveals
these three ways as he exhorts:

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
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all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

CONCLUSION
Jesus is our great high priest. Having been tempted, He knows what

it is like. He is available for us in time of need. We are encouraged by
the words of Hebrews 4:14-16, which say:

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profes-
sion. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Bob Winton, Outlined Commentary on Matthew (Manchester, TN: by the
author, n.d.), 27.
3 B.W. Johnson, People’s New Testament Commentary (St. Louis, MO:
Christian Board of Publication, 1889), 1:31.
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